
The Believer’s Two Natures
By Pas tor A. W. Knock, (Lu theran Pas tor)

ost se ri ous minded young peo ple, if asked the
ques tion, “Are you a child of God?,”  are likely
to an swer, “No, I don’t think so. At least I can’t
see how one with such an evil heart as I have can 

be a child of God.  And with that will usu ally fol low a con -
fes sion of lack of love to God and an in ner de sire, ten -
dency, and love for that which is evil.  They have re al ized
their con di tion, they have tried to over come it, and fi nally
con cluded that though they have tried to be Chris tians
they have failed.  All this talk about liv ing an abun dant,
joy ous Chris tian life was surely all imag i na tion!  How
could this ever be re al ized?

EARLY EXPERINECES

Per haps at a very early age you knew what sin was. 
You met the law in your par ents and later in God’s Word. 
But sin as yet con sisted mainly in deeds, in do ing
“naughty” things.  If asked what sin was, you might have
named “ly ing, steal ing, mur der and bad words” as sin.  So
far sin was lim ited to the ac tual sins, com mit ted.  Sins of
omis sion were scarcely no ticed dur ing child hood.  Later
in your ad o les cent years you rec og nized that sin was not
lim ited to merely “ac tual” sins, but that there were also
sins called “orig i nal” sins, those of your own evil na ture. 
You rec og nized you could sin while do ing noth ing at all. 
You be gan to see the sins of hated, pride, envy, jeal ousy,
and evil de sires.  How all these dis tressed and con fused
you.  How could one so evil be a child of God?  

THE STRUGGLE TO BECOME GOOD

Per haps you were shocked to find you had such an

evil heart.  You may have hoped that the day would come
when you would no lon ger be trou bled by evil de sires. 
And so you be gan to strug gle against your sin ful self.  You 
made res o lu tions, “I won’t do such things any more.”  But
alas, they were soon re peated.  You tried to be good.  In -
stead of suc ceed ing you found that you be came an gry, you 
nour ished evil thoughts; you showed bit ter ness in speech.  
Surely you could not be a Chris tian and do that!

But worse than that, you felt that you did not love
God, that you were in dif fer ent to the Word and prayer, and 
that you even loved your sins.  No, you did not dare com -
mit such gross sins as you saw in the lives of oth ers, for
fear of the con se quences, or be cause that would bring sor -
row to your par ents.  How ever, the love for sin was there
nev er the less.

AT ENMITY WITH GOD

You per haps dis liked very much the things of God. 
You did not want to go to church.  It was so tir ing.  The
pas tor was boresome.  He was al ways talk ing about sin. 
And your par ents were just as an noy ing.  They were all the 
time “harp ing at you,” tell ing you to read the Word and to
pray.  And you dis liked do ing those things.  When the time 
came for fam ily prayers you tried to find an ex cuse for
stay ing away.  You did n’t have your hair brushed or you
“had lessons to do.”

Lit tle by lit tle you re al ized the truth of Paul’s words,
“the mind that is set on the flesh (the old na ture) is hos tile
to God!” Rom. 8:7.  You knew now that there was some -
thing in you that did not want to serve Christ.  But “how to
get out of the whole mess, that was the dif fi culty.  
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THE SEEMING DELUSION

The Word seemed so in con -
sis tent.  “For in Christ you are
all sons of God, through faith”
Gal. 3:26.

You cer tainly be lieved, you
knew you did – and yet you were
sure that you were not a child of
God.  But more dif fi cult still, the
Word said that “They who be -
long to Christ Je sus have cru ci -
fied the flesh with its pas sions
and de sires” Gal. 5:24.  And
your flesh was not cru ci fied at
all.  In stead it too of ten ruled
your life, and that meant spir i tual 
death.  “If you live ac cord ing to
the flesh you will die” Rom.
8:13.  And your lusts and pas -
sions were ex ceed ingly ac tive. 
Hence it was clear that you were
not “of Christ Je sus,” that you
were not a child of God.  

Your friends did not seem to
un der stand you or to help you. 
Some said, “Why be so se ri ous,
you are no worse than the rest.” 
Oth ers said, “We can’t get away
from do ing sin ful things.  You
will never be any better.”  Surely
there was no com fort in that. 
You thought of how your life was 
like the old pen man ship books
you used in pub lic school.   The
top line was given as a model.  It
was per fect.  You were to keep
your eye on that and fill in the
sheet try ing to re pro duce the
model.  The first line you wrote
was pretty good, the sec ond not
so good.   As – it was too un like
the model that you were to copy. 
Even so your life was too un like
your model, Christ.

THE DISCOVERY OF
SINFUL SELF

Yes, you were now con -
vinced of it.  You not only did
evil but you were sin ful at heart.  
You had learned many thing
about your self.  You could agree
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with Paul, “I know that noth ing good dwells within me, that
is, in my flesh” Rom. 7:18. (Flesh here is not your phys i cal
body but your sin ful na ture dwell ing within.)  You learned
to your dis may that your old na ture is not good and never
will do good nor be made good.

Fur ther you had learned, “The mind that is set on the
flesh is hos tile to God; it does not sub mit to God’s law, in -
deed it can not” Rom. 8:7.   The old na ture within did not
want to serve God.  Nei ther did it want to pray or read the
Word.  No won der it sought to find so many ex cuses to get
away from do ing this.  And you per mit ted it to rule you. 
You al lowed your whole self to be ruled by your sin ful
flesh, and to do so meant death, To set the mind on the flesh
is death” Rom. 8:6.  How dan ger ous it was to obey the
flesh!

If you obey the flesh then you can not please God.  For
“those who are in the flesh can not please God” Rom. 8:8. 
No mat ter what pre tense you made or are mak ing, as for ex -
am ple go ing to church, do ing church work etc., if your flesh 
rules your mind and life, what you do and what you are does 
not please God.

What a sad con clu sion there is to such a life af ter the
flesh, “If you live ac cord ing to the flesh you will die” Rom.
8:13.  There is no other al ter na tive.  Un less Christ co mes to
live within and be comes your life you will die eter nally. 

Taken from The Way of Life; original Copyright, 1938 
(to be con tin ued in next is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Value of Thanks 
By Pas tor Jim Fugleberg 

(St Paul’s Lu theran, Fargo, ND)

Rudyard Kipling was a great Brit ish poet whose writ -
ings have been a bless ing to many and brought a for tune to
the writer.  A news pa per re porter came up to him once and
said, Mr. Kipling, I just read that some body cal cu lated that
the money you make from your writ ings amounts to over
one hun dred dol lars a word.” The re porter reached into his
pocket and pulled out a one hun dred dol lar bill and gave it to 
Kipling and said, “Here’s a one hun dred bill, Mr. Kipling. 
Now you give me one of your hun dred dol lar words.  Upon
re ceipt of the bill, Rudyard Kipling looked at the money, put 
it in his pocket and said, “Thanks!”

Did the re porter get his money’s worth?  We might
think not. 

But then, what, af ter all, is the word “Thanks” worth? If
it’s miss ing af ter you have served, af ter you have given, af -

ter you have gone out of your way, does it not bring many
ques tions and con cerns to mind?  Ques tions such as: “Did
he even no tice?”  “Did she think she de served it?”  “Was I
out of line to do the good thing I did?”  “Do they want me to
keep do ing what I’m do ing?”  “Maybe the per son I helped
did n’t want help!”  We might also won der what that per -
son’s lack of grat i tude is tell ing us about him.  But a lit tle
word, “Thanks,” erases those thought.  It en cour ages us to
do more good.

“Thanks” was im por tant to Je sus.  We re call the time he
healed the ten lep ers (see Luke 17), and sent them off to the
priests to be ex am ined and de clared clean.  Only one of the
ten turned back to give thanks to Jesus.

Je sus was glad he did.  But he won dered about the other
nine.  “Were there not ten cleansed?”    He said, “but where
are the nine?”  All had been given a sig nif i cant gift.  All had
been given the SAME gift.  Yet only one says “Thanks,”
and the rest say noth ing.  

Would we have been the one, or among the nine?  In
daily prac tice how is it?  How do we re spond to what we
have been given?

And what have we been given?  In the Lord’s Prayer we
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” Lu ther ex plains
that daily bread in cludes ‘all that be longs to the wants and
sup port of the body, such as food, drink, cloth ing, shoes,
house, home, land, cat tle money, goods, a good spouse and
chil dren, good rul ers, good gov ern ment, good weather,
peace, health, or der, honor, good friends”.    

God has gra ciously sup plied these things, and if he has
with held any thing, it is be cause of his love and for a higher
pur pose than we might be able to see.

The nat u ral hu man ten dency is to grum ble when we
think we lack some thing rather than to thank God for what
we have.  The … re minds us that we need grate ful hearts. 
But where do grate ful hearts come from?

The ac count of the healed lep ers might serve to il lus -
trate that grate ful heart come from some thing called hu mil -
ity.  Je sus notes some thing in ter est ing about the leper who
re turned thanks.  He was a Sa mar i tan.  The oth ers ap par -
ently were Jews.  Or di narily you would n’t find Jews and Sa -
mar i tans to gether, but this group was brought to gether by
their dis ease.  Or di narily the Jews de spised the Sa mar i tans,
be cause they were a mixed race, de scen dants of Jew ish and
hea then in ter mar riage.  The Jews were God’s cho sen peo -
ple.  They had the proph ets; they had the prom ises; and they
thought them selves spe cial be cause of it.  They looked
down on oth ers, and es pe cially the Sa mar i tans.  The Sa mar -
i tans knew it.

Who, then, of the lep ers, do you sup pose ac cepted the
heal ing with the most hu mil ity?  Is it pos si ble that the nine
Jews who were healed by a Jew felt in some way de serv ing,
but that the Sa mar i tan, who also re ceived the heal ing, was



amazed that Je sus, be ing a Jew, would even give him the
time of day, much less heal him?  Could it be his hu mil ity
that ex plains his gratitude?

But when it co mes right down to it, who, in re al ity,
WAS more de serv ing of the heal ing?  Ac tu ally nei ther
one.  All ten were healed on the same terms – it was a mer -
ci ful gift from God.

The dif fer ence was in at ti tude.   And Je sus was glad
for the grat i tude He saw in the Sa mar i tan, be cause it re -
vealed hu mil ity, and it is so the hum ble that God can give
His grace. 

Isa iah 57;15 says, For thus saith the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eter nity, whose name is holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a con -
trite and hum ble spirit, to re vive the spirit of the hum ble,
and to re vive the heart of the con trite ones.”

Pe ter writes, “…for God resisteth the proud, and giv -
eth grace to the hum ble.” (1 Pe ter 5:5).  

As we en ter the …(Ed. New Year) if we find we are
hav ing trou ble be ing grate ful, per haps our prob lem is
deeper than in grat i tude.  Maybe we need to ask God to re -
veal to us our sins of pride.

Pres i dent Lin coln, April 30, 1863, put it so well in his
Proc la ma tion for a Na tional Day of Fast ing, Hu mil i a tion
and Prayer: “We have been the re cip i ents of the choic est
boun ties of heaven.  We have been pre served, the many
years, in peace and pros per ity.  We have grown in num -
bers, wealth and power, as no other na tion has ever grown.  
But we have for got ten God.  We have for got ten the gra -
cious hand which pre served us in peace and mul ti plied
and en riched and strength ened us; and we have vainly
imag ined, in the de ceit ful ness of our hearts that all these
bless ings were pro duced by some su pe rior wis dom and
vir tue of our own.  In tox i cated with un bro ken suc cess, we
have be come too self-suf fi cient to feel the ne ces sity of re -
deem ing and pre serv ing grace, too proud to pray to God
that made us!  It be hooves us, then to hum ble our selves
be fore the of fended Power, to con fess our national sins,
and to pray foe clemency and forgiveness.”

Lin coln spoke on the na tional level, but on the per -
sonal level too, may we in hu mil ity be re minded that we
are noth ing more than re cip i ents.  My God give us heart to
better rec og nize the bounty with which He has blessed us,
and in hum ble ness of mind, may our hearts over flow with
gratitude.

Je sus is glad when He sees a grate ful heart, be cause it re -
veals a hum ble heart, and a hum ble heart is a heart God can
bless.  That’s worth much more than a ‘hun dred dol lars.’

Ed i tor’s Note: No tice what GOD says es pe cially in re -
gards to the ‘per il ous times’ ‘we’ are liv ing in:  “But know
this, that in the last days per il ous times will come: For

men will be lov ers of them selves, lov ers of money, boast -
ers, proud, blas phem ers, dis obe di ent to par ents, un -
thank ful, un holy” II Tim o thy 3:1-2.  
EVEN though there are heavy laden, boistorious clouds
over the ho ri zon re mem ber: “’if My peo ple who are
called by My name will hum ble them selves, and pray
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will from hear heaven, and will for give their sin
and heal their land’” II Chron i cles 7:14.  No tice this
‘spir i tual re ceipt’ be gins with ‘us’ – no doubt as ‘in di vid u -
als’!   REMEMBER ‘we’ have a GOD who spe cial izes in
the im pos si ble!  When ‘we’ ‘Let Go’ – than trust ing IN
Him, very likely ‘we’ have a mir a cle (from ‘our mir a cle
work ing God) await ing ‘us’ just around the cor ner!  He -
brews 11:6 and James 1.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

From Head to Heart

(Please read Psalm 119:9-16)

My child hood pi ano teacher was a sticker for mem o ri -
za tion.  Be ing able to play a piece with out er ror was not

enough.  I had to play sev eral pieces flaw lessly by
mem ory.  Her rea son ing was this: She did n’t want her stu -
dents to say, when asked to play, ”I’m sorry, I don’t have
my mu sic with me.”  

As a child, I also mem o rized Bi ble pas sages; in clud -
ing Psalm 119:11.  Due to my lim ited un der stand ing, I be -
lieved that sim ple mem o ri za tion would keep me from sin. 
I worked hard at mem o riz ing verses, and I even won a
Moody Bi ble Story Book as an award.

Al though mem o riz ing the Bi ble is a good habit to de -
velop, it’s not the act of mem o riz ing that keep us from sin.  
As I learned soon af ter my win ning ef forts, hav ing the
words of Scrip ture in my head made lit tle dif fer ence in my 
be hav ior.  In fact, in stead of vic tory over sin, knowl edge
alone gen er ated feelings of guilt.

Even tu ally I re al ized that the word of God had to
spread through my whole be ing.  I needed to in ter nal ize
Scrip ture, to hide it “in my heart” the way a mu si cian does
a piece of mu sic.  I had to live the Bi ble as well as I could
quote it.  As God’s Word spreads from our heads to our
hearts, sin loses its power over us.   - Julie Ackerman Link

O Lord, my God, may Your Word be come so much
A part of me that obe di ence co mes nat u rally
and cheer fully from my heart.  Change me and
mold me into You im age.

Let God’s Word fill your mem ory, 
rule your heart, and guide your life.

Taken from Our Daily Bread RBC Ministries; 
Copyright – 2012, Permission Granted
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Ed i to rial 
RES

LET GO(D)!
“But now, O LORD, You are our Fa ther; We are the clay, and You our pot ter; And all we

are the work of Your hand.”  (Isa iah 64:6) – (Prayer fully read Jer e miah 18)

An older ‘youth’ was se ri ously seek ing God’s Will for his
life and sought the Lord upon his knees in prayer be side
his bed. He re ceived no clear an swer to his prayers in re -
gards to the same!   A placque hung nearby his bed stated,
‘Let God’.  Be ing frus trated, he got off of his knees and
slammed the door as he left his bed room.  Later, upon
re-en ter ing his bed room he found that the vi bra tion shook
the let ter D loose, fall ing to the floor and the plague read
‘Let Go’.

The above scrip ture verse, Is.64:8, zero’s in on the fol -
low ing words: But, You, Our and We.  When ‘we’ find
the word ‘but’ in Holy Scrip ture, we need to sit up and
take no tice, es pe cially when it states but God, a ‘mir a cle’
is just around the cor ner.  

Be fore ‘we’ go any fur ther in this ‘ed i to rial’ we need to
make sure that we are of the seed of Abra ham, adopted in
the fam ily of God.

 ‘Our Fa ther’. The Lord’s Prayer was given by our Lord
and Sav ior JESUS Christ in re sponse to the dis ci ples’ re -
quest: Teach ‘us’ to pray!  So it is a won der ful ex am ple for 
the Be liever’s Prayer Life.      

Now, re read: Jer e miah 18 – please.  

As an ex am ple when you pur chase a ‘ve hi cle and the
‘keys’ are placed in your hand, YOU are now re spon si ble
for the up keep and main te nance, right? When we know
Je sus as ‘our’ per sonal Sav ior ‘we’ are right fully HIS, for
HE is ‘our’ Cre ator & Re deemer, thus twice right fully be -
long ing to HIM.  Re mem ber Jer e miah 18.  “Or do you not 
know that your body is the tem ple (dwell ing place) of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and
you are not y our own?  For you were bought at a price;
there fore glo rify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s” 1 Co rin thi ans 6:19-20.  It is not in ‘man’ 
to di rect your path Jer e miah 10:23, Prov erbs 16:9; BUT =
Prov erbs 3:5-6, Psalm 16:11, 25:4,27:11 & Isa iah 45:13.  
YES God loves ‘us’ so much (un con di tional LOVE –
Agape) that He even ‘chas tens’ ‘us’.  “…‘My son, do not
de spise the chas ten ing of the LORD, Nor be dis cour aged
when you are re buked by Him; For whom the LORD loves 
He chas tens, And scourges ev ery son whom He re -
ceives.’” This is for ‘our’ ben e fit. He brews 12:5a – 6.  

Clay in the pot ters hand; it is the ‘Pot ters’ priv i lege to

shape/de sign as HE sees fit.  Now when the sun (SON)
seems to beat down on ‘us’; the clay ei ther soft ens or
hard ens, as the choice is ‘ours’.  

 LIFE is like a ‘tap es try’ As each stitch is im por tant; es pe -
cially as you see the pat tern from the cor rect view.     

When born of God we will see His guid ing hand and give
Him the credit and God will not lead ‘us’ con trary to His
Word.  Luck is not part of the Chris tians vo cab u lary.  It is
‘our’ priv i lege and re spon si bil ity to walk in com pli ance to 
His Word, out of LOVE.  In so do ing, ‘we’ will en cour age
oth ers of like mind & spirit to wor ship & obey HIM! 
“For we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for 
good works, which God pre pared be fore hand that we
should walk in them” Ephe sians 2:10.  “’Let your light so
shine be fore men, that they may see your good works and
glo rify your Fa ther in heaven” Mat thew 5:16.  “By faith
he dwelt in the land of prom ise as in a for eign coun try,
dwell ing in tents with Isaac and Ja cob, the heirs with him
of the same prom ise;” He brews 11:8.  For ex am ple of a
‘liv ing faith’ in the life of Abra ham found in Gen e sis 22:2
“Take now: not later, but now = YES I (we) need to ex er -
cise the gift of a ‘liv ing faith’ in tak ing ONE STEP at a
time in obe di ence to the Pot ter’s de sign, out of Love to
HIM.  “Then He (God) said, ‘Take now your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and of fer him there as a burnt of fer ing on one of
the moun tains of which I shall tell you.’” V.3 - SO.  SO
of ten ‘we as in di vid u als’ know what is right, but we try to
find ex cuses, for not do ing it NOW even though ‘we’ def -
i nitely know and be lieve that GOD has only the best in
store for ‘us’.

The tru est test of a saints life is not suc cess ful ness, but
faith ful ness.  We tend to set up suc cess in Chris tian Work
as our pur pose, but our pur pose should be to man i fest and
glo rify GOD!  Af ter all re-con sider the price HE paid for
you and me and that we are Com plete IN HIM! 
Colossians 2:6-10, Ephe sians 1:7 ((Why not read the en -
tire first chap ter of Ephe sians 1)), 1 Co rin thi ans 1:29 -31.

An other story: A trav eler to ar rive at his even ‘des ti na -
tion’, to let go of the ‘reins’ on the mule he was rid ing in
the dark; to ‘let go’ of the reins of the mule, the last leg of
his jour ney to ar rive safely to his des ti na tion.  Later in the
day light; see ing the ‘trail’ he had rode, found the ‘trail’



DANCING

Is it wrong to learn how to dance y just danc ing with
girls if we do not ac tu ally go to a dance?  Our coach said if 
it is against our re li gion we should not go to a dance, but
there should be noth ing wrong with girls learn ing to
dance with girls.  Do you think there is any thing wrong
with school dances?  What about square danc ing?

These are a few of the many ques tions that have been
asked in dif fer ent let ters re gard ing the dance.  I have
grouped sev eral of them in this way since they all have to
do with the dance.

Re mem ber, we should obey God rather than men
(Acts 5:29) re gard less of what a coach or any one else
might say.  I can not see that you would glo rify God by
learn ing to dance with girls, be cause there is dan ger that
once you learn to dance, you will want to dance with those 
of the op po site sex.  “And what so ever ye do in word or
deed do all in the name of the Lord Je sus, giv ing thanks to
God and the Fa ther by him” (Col. 3:17).

School danc ing in ev i ta bly leads to other kinds of
danc ing.  The same is true of square danc ing.  I know of
homes which have been bro ken, be cause the hus band or
wife, as the case may be, fell in love with some other
man’s wife at a square dance.  Danc ing is a very great is -
sue in these days, and we know that many Chris tians are
bat tling with ques tions about the dance.  Do you think
square danc ing, school danc ing or danc ing with those of
like sex can be done in the name of the Lord Je sus with
thanksgiving to God while do ing it?  …

Taken from a booklet How Danny Orlis Would Answer
by Back to the Bible Broadcast, Copyright  – 1961.

Ed i tor’s Note:  I know that this is a ‘sen si tive’ is sue in
our day; but, what does the BIBLE say?  WHY do Chris -
tians ask: “Can I do such and such and still be a Chris tian
wit ness?  INSTANT it should be; “How can I show/man i -
fest my love for JESUS more clearly, be ing HE has done
so much for me”? 1 Thessalonians 5:22, 11 Tim o thy 2:19
& 22, John 7:24, Mat thew 6:24, Luke 16:13, Psalm 96:13,
Romans 12:2, 11 Cor. 4:4, Ti tus 2:12-15, He brews 11:25,
John 15:19, Galatians 5:13-26, James 1:27 & 4:4 & Rev e -
la tion 3:4. 

Our Christian Heritage

 (Henry Melchior Muhlenberg) – Pa tri arch of 
Or ga nized Lutheranism in Amer ica

One does not have to be a Lu theran to ad mire Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg, the pa tri arch of Lutheranism in
Amer ica, as well as an Amer i can pa triot who con trib uted
much to the en rich ment of our na tion.  Born in Einbeck,
Ger many in 1711, Muhlenberg came to Amer ica in 1742. 
He mar ried Anna Maria Weiser, daugh ter of Conrad
Weiser in 1745, and to gether they raised 11 chil dren. 
Their son Fred er ick, a Lu theran pas tor, be came the first
speaker of the U.S. Hose of rep re sen ta tives, while son Pe -
ter, also a Lu theran pas tor, be came a Ma jor Gen eral in the
Rev o lu tion ary War.  Later, he was made a member of the
United States Senate.

Con verted to Christ

Henry M. Muhlenberg at tended Goettingen Uni ver -
sity in Ger many, where he re ceived not only a de gree but
also came to know Je sus Christ as his Sav ior through the
teach ing and wit ness of one of his pro fes sors.  He later
wrote of his con ver sion:

As I learned to rec og nize sin as sin, there fol lowed
sor row, re pen tance and a hun ger and thirst for the righ -
teous ness of Je sus Christ.  In this state of mind I was di -
rected to the cru ci fied Je sus, who had been wounded for
my trans gres sions and bruised for my in iq ui ties.  The
wounds of Je sus healed my wounds; the mer its of His
death gave me life; my thirst was quenched in Him, the
living spring.

A Liv ing Faith

Muhlenberg came un der the in flu ence of the piet ist ic
move ment at Halle Uni ver sity, where he stud ied the ol ogy
and pre pared for the min is try.  Halle was known for its
em pha sis on a liv ing faith in Christ, in con trast to the dead
or tho doxy that had over taken so many Lu theran churches
at that time.  Muhlenberg’s piet ism was ev i dent through -
out his min is try, in clud ing those times when he chas tised
con gre ga tions, la ity and pas tors for clos ing their eyes to
unrighteous living.

              Excerpt taken from Vine and the Branches;
article entitled ‘Our Christian Heritage.’
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was very ‘nar row’ and very deep can yons be low: AND
the ‘owner’ knew for cer tain that a ‘mule’ is very sure
footed and leav ing the ‘reins’ in the ‘rider’ hands; could
have eas ily spelled cer tain death! 

NOW prayer fully read Prov erbs chap ter three and

Malachi chap ter three!

WHAT A BLESSING TO KNOW THAT I BELONG IN
THE FAMILY OF GOD AND THAT ‘Our/My’ FATHER
KNOWS BEST!



From Our Fellowship Circle

J. & J. H. Ames, IA
Thank you for your min is try, reach as many with the good
news of sal va tion.

We look for ward to re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory and
read ing the ar ti cles.  

May the Lord bless you in this very won der ful Work.

En closed please find $....

M. B. Bagley, MN
Please con tinue pub lish ing the “Good News: in the Morn -
ing Glory and find en closed $... for the Min is try.

R. C. Millington, IL
I re ceive your pub li ca tion and some ar ti cles are valu able. 
I am from the Mid west.

J. W. 
En closed is a note of ex pres sion through po ems.

“Our Lord has writ ten
The prom ise of res ur rec tion 
Not in books alone,
But in ev ery leaf in spring time.”  Mar tin Lu ther

My gar den beau ti fies my yard and adds fra grance to the air,
It’s also my Ca the dral and fruit Place of prayer,
So lit tle do we re al ize the glory and power 
Of He who made the uni verse lies hid den in a flower.
We are the Care taker of the earth.

E. M. E. Moorhead, MN
I am sorry you are hav ing a ma jor med i cal prob lem Barb;
but JESUS knows all about it - It has made me sad, but I
pray con stantly for your re cov ery and miss you as a dear
friend.

“How pre cious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them!  

If I should count them, they are more in num ber than the
sand: when I awake, I am still with thee."  Psalm 139:7-8.

Ed i tor’s Note:  At the time of this com pil ing of the Morn -
ing Glory, Barb is on the ‘road’ of  com plete re cov ery for
which we most cer tainly thank the LORD and who have
so faith fully up held ‘us’ in the arms of PRAYER!  The
LORD is al ways good; but ‘we’ are so for tu nate again in
re ceiv ing ‘heal ing’ (through the Med i cal world) from the
great Phy si cian.

H. D. H. For est City, IA
Greet ings in the Lord.

Man has no greater need then Je sus Christ our Lord.  God
bless you all work ing with the Morn ing Glory.  A $… gift
is en closed.

J. M. H. Pal myra, PA
Greet ings!

In the No vem ber is sue of Morn ing Glory on page 3 the
poem “Be fore the Throne of God Above” is cred ited to
me.  It is a very good poem but I did not write it.   If pos si -
ble, I would ap pre ci ate if you would find the name of the
cor rect au thor and give them credit.

I thank you for the many poem’s printed that I did write. 
Also for the ex cerpts used from my news let ter with credit
give to the di rect source.

Thank you for any con sid er ation you give this.

I. & P. Field Nora Springs, IA
Please add to your sub scrip tion mail ing list to the Morn ing 
Glory the fol low ing cou ples:…

Ed i tor’s Note:  Why not prayer fully add to the mail ing list
of the MG a LOVE sub scrip tion as a val en tine’s gift!
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“Pos ter ity: you will never know how much it has cost my 
gen er a tion to pre serve your free dom.  

I hope you will make good use of it.” 

John Quincy Ad ams



“Thus Far Has The Lord
Helped Us”

1 Sam uel 7:12

The words “thus far” are like a hand point ing in the di -
rec tion of the past.  It had been “a long time, twenty years
in all” (v. 2), but even if it had been sev enty years, “Thus
far has the LORD helped”!  Whether through pov erty,
wealth, sick ness, or health, whether at home or abroad, or
on land, sea, or air, and whether in honor, dis honor, dif fi -
cul ties, joy, tri als, tri umph, prayer, or temp ta tion - “Thus
far has the LORD helped”!

We al ways en joy look ing down a long road lined with
beau ti ful trees.  The trees are de light ful sight and seem to
be form ing  tem ple of plants, with strong wooden pil lars
and arches of leaves.  In the same way you look down a
beau ti ful road like thus why not look back on the road of
the years of your life?  Look at the large green limbs of
God’s mercy over head and the strong pil lars of His lov -
ing-kind ness and faith ful ness that have brought you much
joy.  Do you see any birds sing ing in the branches?  If you
look closely, surely you will see many, for they are sing ing 
of God’s mercy re ceived “thus far.”

These words also point for ward.  Some one who co -
mes to a cer tain point and writes the words “thus far” re al -
izes he has not yet come to the end of the road and that he
still has some dis tance to travel.  There are still more tri als, 
joys, temp ta tions, bat tles, de feats, vic to ries, prayers, an -
swers, toils, and strength yet to come.  These are then fol -
lowed by sick ness, old age, dis ease, and death.  

Then is life over af ter death?  No!  These are still yet to 
come: aris ing in the like ness of Je sus; thrones, harps, and
the sing ing of psalms; be ing “clothed in white gar ments”
(Rev. 3:5 NASB), see ing the face of Je sus, and shar ing fel -
low ship with the saints; and ex pe ri enc ing the glory of
God, the full ness of eter nity, and in fi nite joy.  So dear be -
liever, “be strong and take heart” (Ps. 27:14), and with
thanksgiving and con fi dence lift your voice in praise, for:

The Lord “thus far” has helped you 
Will help you all jour ney through.
When the words “thus far” are read in heaven’s light,

what glo ri ous and mi rac u lous pros pects they re veal to our
grate ful eyes!  Charles H. Spurgeon

The shep herds of the Alps have a beau ti ful cus tom of
end ing the day by sing ing an eve ning fare well to one an -
other.  The air is so pure that the songs can be heard for
very long dis tances.  As the sun be gins to set, they gather
their flocks and be gin to lead them down the moun tain
paths while they sing, “Thus far has the LORD helped us!  
Let us praise His name!”

Fi nally, as is their beau ti ful cus tom, they sing to one

an other the cour te ous and friendly fare well “Good night! 
Good night!”  The words the be gin to echo from moun tain -
side to moun tain side, re ver ber at ing sweetly and softly un -
til the mu sic fades into the distance.  

Let us also call out to one an other through the dark -
ness un til the night be comes alive with the sound of many
voices, en cour ag ing God’s weary trav el ers.  And may the
ech oes grow into a storm of hal le lu jahs that will break in
thun der ing waves around His sap phire throne. Then as the 
morn ing dawns, we will find our selves on the shore of the
“sea of glass” (Rev. 4:6), cry ing out with the re deemed
hosts of heaven, To him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!” (Rev. 5:13).

This my song through end less ages,
Je sus led me all the way.
AND AGAIN THEY SHOUTED: “HALLELUJAH!”

Rev e la tion 19:3

Taken from Streams in the Desert (Updated Edition by
James Reimann)) by L. B. Cowman, Original text -

copyright, 1925

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a ‘day’ that will be!  By the way, in
the mean time: ‘We’ all have many rea sons to thank and
praise God and ONE rea son ‘we’ have for prais ing  God is
YOU …Thanks for your Prayers & Sup port for Morn ing
Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion in la bor -
ing with ‘us’ in God’s King dom’s Work!
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Thus Saith the Lord

Prophets are almost
extinct in the religious world 
today.  The modern church

is a “non-prophet”
organization.

Vance Havner



Entertainment Evangelism
“… and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (Lk. 24:47)

There is a church in the area that is ad ver tis ing a com -
edy skit.  They have lit tle signs all over the area pro mot ing 
this event.  They will gather a crowd to gether and tell them 
jokes to make them laugh and have fun.  Through it all,
peo ple will be able to see that the church is a fun place full
of fun peo ple.  Smiles and jok ing will be the or der of the
eve ning.

This only re flects the pop u lar at ti tude of many in the
church to day re gard ing out reach to the lost.  “We will do
any thing that will at tract the peo ple to the Lord, re gard less 
of what it is.”  This is what you call “Mar ket ing the
Church.”  If you of fer the peo ple what they want, they will 
come.  If you elim i nate any thing that might of fend them,
and of fer them ev ery thing that will ap peal to them, then
they will come to church.

This line of rea son ing has led to churches do ing ev -
ery thing un der the sun to try and at tract the lost.  I have
seen churches spon sor rock con certs, block par ties (with
al co hol), rac ing events, car ni vals with pony rides and
“dunk the pas tor for $1.00.”  I even read of a church that
cleared out the chairs in the sanc tu ary and set up a wres -
tling ring!  Are they go ing to get the un con verted in a head
lock to get them saved?  With this kind of ap proach, is it
any won der that the churches are lit tle or no different from 
the world?

Is n’t it in ter est ing that when you read the Scrip tures,
you see noth ing of this sort hap pen ing.  When Je sus was
here, peo ple flocked to hear Him be cause of the mir a cles
that He per formed.  When peo ple’s lives were trans -
formed, they then brought oth ers to see and hear this Man
who did all things well.  Je sus did n’t seek to re sort to
amus ing peo ple so they would come to be en ter tained,
rather, He told them the words that min is tered life to their
souls.  They came to Him be cause there was no one else
who ever said or did such amaz ing things as this Je sus.

When Je sus sent His dis ci ples out to make dis ci ples of 
all the na tions, He gave them the charge in the Scrip ture at
the top of the page.  These men had to go about and preach
to peo ple that they were sin ners and needed to re pent and
come to Je sus in or der to have their sins for given.  

This is pre cisely what the dis ci ples did.  When Pe ter
preached to the peo ple gath ered in Je ru sa lem on Pen te -
cost, he said, “… Re pent, and let each of you be bap tized
in the name of Je sus Christ for the for give ness of sins; and
you shall re ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38).  He 
later ad dressed an other crowd and told them, “Re pent

there fore, and re turn, that your sins may be wiped away, in 
or der that times of re fresh ing may come from the pres ence
of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19)

When Paul and his com pan ions came to dif fer ent
towns on their mis sion ary jour neys, did they go to the
town square and have a neat song and dance rou tine to get
an au di ence?  Ab so lutely not!  “And it came about that in
Iconium they en tered the syn a gogue of the Jews to gether,
and spoke in such a man ner that a great mul ti tude be -
lieved, both of Jews and Greeks.” (Acts 14:1)  Paul’s own
tes ti mony of his mis sion was this:  “How I did not shrink
from de clar ing to you any thing that was prof it able, and
teach ing you pub licly and from house to house, sol emnly
tes ti fy ing to both Jews and Greeks of re pen tance to ward
God and faith in our Lord Je sus Christ.” (Acts. 20:20-21)

Con sider the ex am ple of John the Bap tist.  He
preached pub licly out in the wil der ness.  He preached a fi -
ery mes sage of ab so lute re pen tance and the dire con se -
quences of not do ing so (Matt. 3:1-12).  He openly
ac costed some of his lis ten ers (the Phar i sees and Sad du -
cees, even call ing them a brood of vi pers), he had no
pleas ant ap pear ance, no en ter tain ment or any thing out -
ward to draw peo ple to come out and hear him.  Yet the
Scrip ture says, “Then Je ru sa lem, all Judea, and all the re -
gion around the Jor dan went out to him.” (Matt. 3:6).  This
is be cause he was God’s man at God’s time and God drew
the peo ple in.  God still blesses the proper preach ing of
His Word.

Many in the church to day think that they can en ter tain
peo ple into the king dom of God. They think that any thing
goes that will gather a crowd and get peo ple to say the sin -
ner’s prayer. Yet God still says that true life-chang ing con -
ver sion takes place when the Holy Spirit brings con vic tion 
of sin through the preach ing of re pen tance and the Holy
Spirit brings true faith in Je sus through the preach ing of
the Gos pel.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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When the church resorts to entertainment that
tickles the fancy instead of proclaiming repentance of 
sin and faith in Jesus Christ, they have lost the very

mission that Jesus has commanded them to do.



  Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Proposals To Divide The Temple Mount
Being Made In Israel

An gered over Jews not be ing al lowed to pray on the
Tem ple Mount, sev eral mem bers of the Knesset have pro -
posed it be di vided so the Jews may pray there when ever
they de sire.  Oth ers have sug gested that spe cific hours and 
and/or days be es tab lished for Jews and Mus lims to pray
there.  It is un likely the Mus lims would ever will ingly
agree to these pro pos als.  How ever, Rev e la tion 11:1-3 de -
scribes such a di vi sion at the close of the age when por -
tions of the Tem ple Mount are given to the gen tiles.

The Vine and Branches, Fall, 2012

Canadian Church Votes To Boycott Israel 
Exports

The United Church of Can ada has voted to boy cott
prod ucts ex ported by Is rael from Judea and Sa maria.  The
church body also is sued its “re grets” for pre vi ously ask ing 
the Pal es tin ians to ac knowl edge Is rael as a Jew ish state. 
This is part of an or ga nized cam paign, led by lib eral main -
line churches world wide, to demonize Is rael.

Selected

Lesbian-Themed Show Blasted by One
Million Moms for Promoting Sin

A new TV dramedy about a di verse fam ily of bi o log i -
cal and adopted chil dren be ing raised by a les bian cou ple
is in the works with Jennifer Lopez as the ex ec u tive pro -
ducer.  This had led a group of moms who mon i tor the me -
dia to con clude that ABC ‘has lost their minds.”

“While fos ter care and adop tion are won der ful things
and the Bi ble does teach us to help or phans, this pro gram
is at tempt ing to re de fine mar riage and fam ily, by hav ing
two moms raise these chil dren to gether.  One Mil lion
Moms is not sure how the ex pla na tion will be given on
how the bi o log i cal chil dren were con ceived,” the group
said in a state ment.  “None of this ma te rial is ac cept able
con tent for a fam ily show.”…

One Mil lion Moms, which is part of the con ser va tive
Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion, is try ing to warn fam i lies
that de spite its net work ti tle – ABC Fam ily – the chan nel
is “any thing but fam ily-friendly.”  

“Hol ly wood is con tin u ing to push an agenda that ho -
mo sex u al ity is ac cept able when Scrip ture states clearly it
is a sin,” the group says.  “As Chris tians, the Bi ble also

says that we must speak up against sin.   If we re main si -
lent, then we are guilty of sin also.”

Be fore the show is picked up for a se ries, One Mil lion
moms is hop ing to stop it “dead in its tracks.”

(An other show) that the group is pro test ing is The
New Nor mal, an NBC pro gram about a ho mo sex ual cou -
ple who hire a sur ro gate to have their baby.  The show pre -
miered in September.

ChristianPost.com

JC Penny “Starting Fresh” With
Advertising

A pro ject of the Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion is
claim ing vic tory in the changes JC Penney is mak ing to its 
ad ver tis ing.

In mon i tor ing JC Penney’s website and ad ver tise -
ments over the last few months, One Mil lion Moms ex ec -
u tive di rec tor Monica Cole tells One News Now what her
group has found.  

“They have changed what they’re pro mot ing, and in -
stead of life style, they’re pro mot ing their brand names
and prod ucts, which is what they should be pro mot ing,”
she states.

Ear lier this year, JC Penny launched an ad cam paign
with tele vi sion per son al ity and ho mo sex ual ac tiv ist El len
De Generes.  The chain also fea tured Mother’s Day and
Fa ther’s Day ads de pict ing ho mo sex ual cou ples with chil -
dren.  But as Cole points out, De Generes has been ab sent
from the cam paign since April – without reason.  

“There’s been no word, but we have no ticed there’s
been a sig nif i cant dif fer ence,” the One Mil lion Moms ex -
ec u tive notes.  “And since Mi chael Fran cis, the pres i dent
of JC Penney ...left abruptly, there has been a huge change
in what they are pro mot ing.  The Ad ver tis ing Age ar ti cle
stated that the CEO, Ron John son, said he scrapped all
July ad ver tise ments and started fresh.”

Even so, Cole as serts that One Mil lion Moms will
con tinue to mon i tor JC Penney and its ad ver tise ments and
will alert mem bers if there are any changes. 

OneNewsNow.Com

Desalination Plants Could Soon Supply
Israel’s Drinking Water

Is rael’s wa ter short age may soon end.  Since 1964 the
Jew ish state has had one na tional wa ter car rier, flow ing
from North to South.  It sup plies wa ter for drink ing and ir -
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ri ga tion from the Sea of Gal i lee to the rest of the coun try. 
Now a sec ond wa ter car rier is about to flow from East to
West bring ing sea wa ter made fresh from 5 plants.  By the
end of 2014, Is rael ex pects 85% of its drink ing wa ter will
come from this new car rier, and within a few years, 100%
of Is rael’s drink ing wa ter may flow from the de sa li na tion
plants.  Af ter years of short ages, Is rael may have a sur plus
of wa ter for drink ing and for ir ri ga tion.

Selected

Death Sentence for Insulting Islam

Seven Egyp tian Chris tians have been sen tenced to
death for their role in The In no cence of Mus lims, re ports
Reuters. The de fen dants, in clud ing the film’s Egypt-
Amer i can cre ator, Nakoula Bassely Nakoula, were sen -
tenced in ab sen tia for “in sult ing the Is lamic re li gion
through par tic i pat ing in pro duc ing and of fer ing a movie
that in sults Is lam and its prophet,” Judge Saif al-Nasr
Soliman said. Nakoula is currently imprisoned in the US.

(NEWSER), Nov. 29, 21012

Ed i tor’s Note:  Who is it that is in tol er ant?

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Instant Creation

“Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he com -
manded, and they were cre ated.”  (Psalm 148:5).

Cer tain Chris tian in tel lec tu als to day are pro mot ing
the con cept of what they call “pro cess cre ation, ”a eu phe -
mism for the is tic evo lu tion.  This is a con tra dic tion in
terms, how ever, for cre ation by def i ni tion is su per nat u ral
and in stan ta neous.  The Bible makes this plain.  

Our text is in one of the beau ti ful “hal le lu jah” psalms
in which the en tire cre ation is ex horted to praise the Lord. 
The sun, moon, and all the heav ens are in cluded, and then
the tes ti mony of our text is given.  As soon as God com -
manded, they were cre ated, not over long ages, but im me -
di ately!  God said “Let there be …” and it was so.

This is es pe cially em phatic in the 33rd Psalm: “By the
word of the LORD were the heav ens made; and all the host 
of them by the breath of his mouth…  For he spake, and it
was done; he com manded, and it stood fast” (Psalm 33:6,
9).  This is also the tes ti mony in the great “faith” chap ter,
He brews 11.  The very first ob ject of faith is the fol low ing: 
“Through faith we un der stand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do ap pear (He brews 11:3).  
That is, the things which are seen (sun, moon, stars, etc.)
were not made out of pre ex ist ing ma te ri als (things which

ap pear), but by the spo ken word of God.  
There is not any need at all to com pro mise ei ther

God’s om nip o tence or His inerrant Word by such de vices
as the is tic 

Evo lu tion, pro gres sive cre ation, or pro cess cre ation,
for no nat u ral “pro cess” could ever gen er ate the com plex
and beau ti fully or ga nized sys tems of the cre ation.  Com -
pro mis ing evan gel i cal sci en tists and theo lo gians who are
in tim i dated by the un godly phi los o phy of evo lu tion
should be cor rected, not ac com mo dated.     Henry M.
Morris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise, Institute for Creation
Research, Copyright, 2012, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

SIX-WORD TESTIMONY

(Please read: John 9:1-11, 24-25)

Over the past 15 years, Dan Smith’s name and face have
ap peared on fli ers in cof fee shops, laun dro mats, and small
busi nesses across New York City.  The six-word slo gan on
each flier says: Dan Smith Will Teach You Gui tar.  The re sult 
is that Mr. Smith stays as busy as he wants to be, teach ing his
stu dents how to play the gui tar.  Many en thu si as tic stu dents
hang his fli ers in new places.  It’s their way of say ing, “Dan
Smith taught me gui tar.  He can teach you too.”

The pages of the Bi ble are filled with ac counts of peo -
ple tell ing what God has done for them.  One of the most
vivid ap pears in john 9 where Je sus en coun tered a man
blind from birth and mi rac u lously en abled him to see (vv.
1-7).  Af ter re peated ques tion ing by skep ti cal lo cal re li -
gious lead ers, the man could only say, “One thing I know:
that though I was blind, now I see” (v. 25).

If you had six words to ex press what Christ has done
for you and can do for oth ers, what would you say?  Per -
haps, “Je sus Christ will for give your sin,” or “…give you
hope” or “…save your soul.”  When Je sus has changed
our lives, we af firm His power to do for oth ers what He
has done for us.

“I was blind, now I see.” — Da vid McCasland

It is no se cret what God can do, 
What He’s done for oth ers, He’ll do for you, 
With arms wide open, He’ll par don you.
It is no se cret what God can do.       - Hamblen

We are Christ’s “Let ters of rec om men da tion” 
to all who read our lives.

Taken from Our Daily Bread, RBC Ministries,
Copyright - 2012, Permission Granted.
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Soul Winning With Dr. Smith
Teach ing Scrip tural Soul Win ning Il lus trated 

With Real Life Ex pe ri ences

Dr. H. A. Iron side was vis it ing a sheep ranch in Texas. 
He saw a lit tle lamb that looked de formed.  He said that in -
stead of hav ing four legs, it looked like it had eight.  He
could n’t fig ure it out.

Dr. Iron side said to the sheep rancher, “That is a
funny-look ing thing.  It looks like it has to heads and four
front legs and four back legs.  It looks like a freak of na ture.  
Can you ex plain that to me?”  

The rancher said, “This is a strange thing.  When that
lit tle lamb was born, its mother died.  An other ewe gave
birth to a lit tle baby lamb, and the lit tle baby died.  So we
had a lit tle lamb with out a mother and a ewe with out a
baby.” 

He went on to ex plain, “We de cided to take that lit tle
baby and give it to that mother.  She would nurse it, and that 
would make ev ery thing all right.  We put that lit tle or phan
lamb in with that mother.   She butted it away and wanted
no part of it.

“We went out there where the lit tle dead lamb’s body
was, took off its skin and tied it around this lit tle body.  Its
lit tle legs now look like they hang down just with skin and
the hoof.  Then we put it back with the ewe.  She loves it
and has adopted it.  She is rais ing it, and it is healthy, and it
is hers.”

What a pic ture!  God could not tol er ate one of us with -
out the righ teous ness im puted to us from the Son of God. 
Ev ery Chris tian has had a cov er ing for his sins.  “Atone -
ment” in the Old Tes ta ment means “a cov er ing over,” a
look ing for ward to the com ing of Je sus when He died to
take away our sins.

God looks upon Chris tians – upon me and ev ery other
be liever – as if we had never sinned one time.   When God
looks upon me, He sees Je sus.  When God looks upon me,
He sees me as righ teous.  When God looks upon me, He
sees me as just.  Why?  Be cause of the righ teous ness of Je -
sus Christ.

Hu man Cover - Up Fails!

And that’s ex actly what guilty sin ners so of ten do. 
They deny they are (Ed. Lost) sin ners.  They imag ine them -
selves not as bad as other men are.  They brag on them -
selves.  It is a fool’s ploy, a fu tile ef fort to cover up the truth
of their cir cum stances.  We are “all” sin ners (Rom. 3:23).

Christ’s Atone ment Cov ers It All!

When Je sus died on the cross, He shed His blood to
pur chase our sal va tion and to par don our sin.  When the
Lord jus ti fied us and re gen er ates us, He re deems us and
cov ers up with the blood of His Son the aw ful mess we cre -
ated.

His atone ment cov ers it all!  You can’t do for your self
with our frail hu man ef forts what He, by di vine fiat, can do
fully and sat is fac to rily.

Con vinc ing a Sin ner That He Is a (Ed. Lost) Sin ner!

You must get a sin ner “lost,” or you can’t get him
saved.

“I’m okay!” says the sin ner.  No, you’re a guilty sin ner!
“I live a good life!”  No, you don’t!  You’re a wicked

sin ner!
“I think God and I are okay!”  No, no, no!  He is in fi -

nitely holy, and you are a dirty, rot ten, no-good sin ner!
We must get it through our thick skulls – we are sin -

ners, and we need a Sav iour.  
I led a lady to Christ who had said, “I’m too bad to be

saved.”  She thought it would be hard to be saved, but it was 
ac tu ally easy, be cause she was quick to ad mit her sin ful
state.  

I led a guy to Christ in Texas who had tried to con vince
me that he was a re ally swell guy and that he had no rea son
to be saved.  It took sev eral min utes be fore, af ter some very
frank ex pla na tions with scrip tural ref er ences, he said, “I
think you are right; I am a sin ner af ter all.”

Folks, when you wit ness, you have got to get them to
stop cov er ing up for them selves and to re ceive the cover
pro vided by the blood of Christ. 

The Sword of the Lord
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Discovering God’s Will
Here are some sim ple, easy-to-fol low, daily dis ci -
plines to pre pare you find God’s will for your life:

• Seek His presence in specific intercession
(Prayer)

• Determine by the Grace of God to follow the
leading (controlling) of Holy Spirit

• Definitely be open to God’s Word, the Bible,
as you prayerfully read the same

• Seek the counsel of godly people - checking to 
make sure it is ‘Scriptural’, etc.

               Se lected



The Third Picture

The heart con di tion of a sin ner who be lieves in Christ 
and His Gos pel, and is filled with the Holy Spirit.

The sin ner, who has be come aware of his mis ery and
has been led by the good ness and pa tience of God to re pen -
tance, has be come hum ble in heart.  He is deeply dis turbed
and bro ken and sheds bit ter tears over his con di tion.  It
pains him in the in ner most of his soul that he so of ten and so 
shame fully has of fended, for saken, and de spised God’s
great love and pa tience and served the devil so long.  

When the sin ner is now pre pared for the of fered mercy,
then is ful filled the Scrip ture which says: “The Lord is nigh
unto them that are of a bro ken heart and saveth such as are
of a con trite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  “God healeth the bro -
ken hearted” (Psalm 47:3). The an gel in the pic ture, rep re -
sent ing God’s grace, now steps for ward and holds up be fore 
him Je sus Christ, the Cru ci fied.  The sav ing Gos pel is de -
clared to him—that Je sus Christ came into the world to save 
just such help less sin ners, that He died for all sin ners and
pur chased for them for give ness of sins and eter nal life. 
God, through Christ, of fers to the bro ken and con trite heart
grace, for give ness, eter nal life, and sal va tion.  

If the sin ner now ac cepts this of fer in true faith and sin -
cere con fi dence, lays hold of Je sus Christ and His mer its,
and in a liv ing faith be lieves that all this is be stowed upon
him purely out of mercy and grace, then he re ceives the wit -
ness of the Holy Spirit that all his sins are for given and that

he is a true child of God (Rom. 8:16).  The Holy Spirit en -
light ens the heart with righ teous ness, peace, and joy.  Then
ver ily the king dom of God has come.  

Tears may still fall, but now it will be only tears of grat -
i tude, af fec tion, and joy, be cause he has been cleansed from 
sin and filled with the Spirit.  In body and soul he now re -
joices in the liv ing God.  The star will beam in his heart be -
cause of a liv ing faith. 

The en e mies of his soul, the hor rid an i mals, Sa tan and
his hoard, have dis ap peared from the heart.  Now it re-ech -
oes in his mind: “And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanc ti fied, but ye are jus ti fied in the
name of the Lord Je sus, and by the Spirit of God” (I Cor.
6:11).

Oh how happy, how blessed, how joy ful such a par -
doned heart.  He feels like sing ing one song of praise af ter
the other.  He can not re joice enough in his Sav iour and His
grace, ad mire His mercy and grace, and thank Him enough. 

Though filled with this joy, he must con tinue in watch -
ful ness and fear and never grow weary.  The hor rid an i mals, 
the de fil ing sins, are now out side of the heart.  Sa tan has lost 
his power over him, but he is not far away.  He seeks night
and day to re turn.  The greater his loss, the greater his bit ter -
ness.  There fore, watch and pray.  

PRAYER 

Di vine Sav iour!  I can not re joice enough over Thy
grace and love!  I can not thank Thee enough for Thy glo ri -
ous sav ing Gos pel! Thou hast given me re demp tion
through Thy blood, the for give ness of sins, ac cord ing to the 
riches of Thy grace.  Thou hast sealed me with that “Holy
Spirit of prom ise,” and given me “the ear nest of our in her i -
tance.” Oh, quicken my faith more and more, and en lighten 
my soul so that I may better know Thy gifts, all the heav -
enly bless ings which Thou hast bought for me by Thy suf -
fer ing and death, which Thou art now of fer ing me through
the Gos pel.

How Thou hast won der fully par doned, en riched, and
blessed me!  I, who for merly was an abode for Sa tan, am
now a tem ple of the Holy Spirit.  I, who for merly was a
slave of sin, am now a free child of God.  I, who for merly
was a gath er ing place for the un clean spir its, am now the
joy of the an gels.  I, in whom sin raged and Sa tan ruled, am
now filled with joy, righ teous ness, and peace in the Holy
Spirit which God has given me.  The en e mies of my soul
have been routed.  The shack les which held me bound in sin 
and the devil’s slav ery have been bro ken, and I am free. 
Mercy has been shown me; I have ob tained grace.  

How can I thank Thee enough! Thy praise shall al ways
be upon my lips.  Only one thing do I beg of Thee, dear Sav -
iour: do not with draw Thy sus tain ing hand from me, and
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blot me not out from Thy pres ence.  Thou art the rock of my 
sal va tion.  Pre serve my heart that I may fear Thy name.  Let
me never feel se cure, but al ways be on the watch that I may
not be en slaved by the en emy and de ceived by sin.  May
Thy grace for tify my heart so that I will al ways hate sin and
flee from ev ery temp ta tion as from hell it self.  Thou hast set 
me free; do not ever let me be come a slave again.  Thou hast 
sanc ti fied my in ner life; do not let it be come des e crated. 
May my heart al ways be a tem ple of the Holy Spirit, a home 
for peace, joy, and righ teous ness in the Holy Spirit. 
AMEN.

I Could Not Do With out Thee

I could not do with out Thee 
O Sav iour of the lost, 
Whose won drous love re deemed me, 
At such tre men dous cost; 
Thy righ teous ness, Thy par don, 
Thy pre cious blood must be 
My only hope and com fort, 
My glory and my plea.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
I can not stand alone, 
I have no strength or good ness, 
No wis dom of my own; 
But Thou, be loved Sav iour, 
Art all in all to me; 
And weak ness will be power 
If lean ing hard on Thee.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
For O the way is long, 
And I am of ten weary, 
And sigh re places song: 
How could I do with out Thee? 
I do not know the way; 
Thou knowest, and Thou leadest, 
And wilt not let me stray.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
O Je sus, Sav iour dear; 
E’en when my eyes are holden, 
I know that Thou art near.  
How dreary and how lonely 
This change ful life would be, 
With out the sweet com mu nion, 
The se cret rest with Thee! 

I could not do with out Thee, 
For years are fleet ing fast, 
And soon in sol emn lone li ness 
The river must be passed; 
But Thou wilt never leave me, 
And though the waves roll high, 

I know Thou wilt be near me, 
And whis per, “It is I.” 
      —Fran cis R.  Havergal

Taken from Mir ror of the Heart, au thor un -
known.  Copy right Hauge Innermission Fed -
er a tion.  Avail able from the Hauge
Innermission for a sug gested of fer ing of
$3.00 + 75¢ for ship ping.

Two Little Words
LISTENING TO THE WORD – ISAIAH 55:10-12

A Chris tian, trav el ing on a steam boat, handed out
leaf lets about the Lord Je sus and sal va tion - Gos pel tracts,
as they are of ten called.  They were re ceived and read by
many people.  

One man, af ter see ing what it was, took it, folded it,
cut it with a pocket knife into small pieces, then hold ing it
up in de ri sion, threw it away.

One piece, how ever, stuck in his coat and he picked it
off.  Look ing at it, he saw only one word: “God.”  Turn ing 
the piece over, on the other side he saw the word “Eter -
nity.”  Those two words stood out as liv ing words in his
mind - “God”, “Eter nity.”  Later, the man went into the
lounge and, walk ing up to the bar, or dered a brandy to
drink to make him for get what just hap pened.  He could n’t
put it out of his mind.  Those two words haunted him
wher ever he went, un til he was brought in pen i tence to the
Lord Jesus. 

What an en cour age ment to the Chris tian who puts out
Gos pel tracts (Ed i tor: Morn ing Glory)  And, be fore putt -
ing them out (Ed i tor: Send ing in names & ad dress to re -
ceive the MG), dur ing and af ter, pray – ask God to use His
Word to touch hearts, minds and wills with the power and
love of the Gos pel and to draw men and women, boys and
girls to the Sav iour, Je sus Christ. 

God will use tracts (Morn ing Glory) you put out to
reach peo ple for Je sus! 

          Taken from not ‘our’ Morning Glory; but
“Morning Glory” a ministry of the Morning Chapel

Hour, copyright 1997.
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When people go looking for hidden messages in
the Bible, they need to know that it’s a

revelation, not a puzzle.
              Se lected



For Such a Time As This
By Dr. Jeff Amsbaugh 

Why Worry?

My wife, Ka ren, and I are in the At lanta air port to day,
re turn ing home to Prov i dence from a speak ing en gage -
ment.  In the air on our way to At lanta, we over heard a
lady near us talk ing about her re cent mis sions’ trip with
the United Meth od ist denomination.

Af ter brag ging about her mis sions en deavor, the lady
pro ceeded to pur chase a white wine; and the more wine
she drank, the more bois ter ous she be came.  Even tu ally,
she had enough wine in her to in form half the plane that
she liked the Old Tes ta ment better than the New Tes ta -
ment be cause it was “filled with adul tery, vi o lence and
sex.”  The more she talked, the more I was re minded of
how much I hate liberalism.  

I re cently heard our pres i dent de bate Gov er nor Romn -
ey, and, again, I was re minded of how much I hate lib er al -
ism.  Both re li gious and po lit i cal lib er als bother me.  I
have to be can did.  As I see our re li gious and po lit i cal
land scapes erode, I am wor ried about the future of
America.   

As I was start ing to stress, I was re minded that my
worry is no less a sin.  We should not be un con cerned
about po lit i cal af fairs, but we can rest as sured that higher
hands are lead ing us.  

Je sus, in the most fa mous ser mon ever preached, the
Ser mon on the Mount (Matt. 6), gives us four solid rea -
sons why we should re frain from worry.  No tice His ad -
vice.

First, worry brands us as prac ti cal athe ists.  When we
worry about our eco nomic fu ture, we are act ing like the
un re gen er ate.  “Af ter all these things do the Gen tiles
seek” (vs. 32).  How does a lost man face the world when
he has no be lief in God?  The an swer is that he wor ries
him self to death.  Each time we stress out, we are act ing as
if there is no God.

Sec ond, worry de nies God’s Om ni science.  The Bi ble
is clear that “your heav enly Fa ther knoweth that ye have
need of all these things” (vs. 32).  We are con vinced that
God knows ev ery thing there is to know about the needs of
our friends, but when ca lam ity hits home, we are not so
sure.  God is in ti mately aware of all that is go ing on in our
lives.  Worry de nies this omniscience.  

Third, worry mis places pri or i ties.  Be liev ers should
not be pre dom i nantly con cerned about the econ omy. 
They should pre dom i nantly be con cerned about evan ge -
lism.  We need to “seek … first the king dom of God” (vs.
33).  

We live in a dif fer ent arena.  Our cit i zen ship is in

Heaven.  We should be more con cerned about ad vanc ing
the king dom of God than the king dom of the Re pub li cans
or Dem o crats.  If righ teous ness ex alts a na tion, then our
ills are better solved by vis i ta tion than vot ing.  This is not
to say that vot ing is un im por tant It is to say that the
kingdom comes first. 

Fi nally, worry bor rows trou ble.  Je sus said, “Suf fi -
cient unto the day is the evil thereof” (vs. 34).  There is
enough to oc cupy our plate to day with out bor row ing trou -
ble.  Mark Twain, I be lieve, said,, “I am an old man and
have known many wor ries, few of which have ever ma te -
ri al ized.”  

When we waste time by wor ry ing, we are fre quently
en am ored with that which is pure fan tasy.  

The an ti dote to worry, of course, is ap pre cia tive
prayer.  Paul said that we should not be full of care about
any thing  We should rather make our re quests known unto
God with thanksgiving.  In re turn, God will send His
peace to gar ri son our hearts (Phil. 4:6-7)

Taken from Sword of the Lord
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OPPORTUNITY!

Look ing For: the ‘op por tu nity’ of hav ing ‘our’
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion An nual Con -
fer ence this com ing June,2013, Lord willing.  

Ei ther a con gre ga tion OR a group of con cerned
‘in di vid u als’ who would ‘host’ the same in a church
build ing, town hall, school build ing, etc.; with com -
fort able seat ing, (ten ta tive; speaker sys tem) with meals 
and lodg ing within a rea son able dis tance.  In ter ested?
Please con tact ‘us’ in the near fu ture and we will
discuss the details.  

The HLIF pro vides the speak ers and al most all the
ac tual fi nan cial ex penses – Free Will Of fer ings –
greatly ap pre ci ated & en cour aged!

P. S.  PLEASE prayer fully con sider hav ing a se -
ries of Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, Gos pel Tent Meet ings,
Week end Bi ble Con fer ence, etc.  (For Gos pel Tent
Meet ings: Please con tact Mr. Paul Pe ter son, of
Kenyon, MN.  

God has richly blest such in years gone by and will 
do the same in ‘our’ day as we obey and trust Him! 
“We” (Team Work) wa ter and plant and God gives the
in crease!

IF we can as sist you, by the Grace of God, please
let us know which of the ‘op por tu ni ties’ you would be
most in ter ested in!  TIME is fleet ing and don’t let ‘op -
por tu ni ties’ be come re grets.  

Re mem ber GOD is the same yes ter day, to day and
for ever!
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PRAY & PLAN NOW – Lord Will ing:

Hauge Spring Bi ble Con fer ence

At  Ru ral Oakasis, MN, April 5 - 7, 2013
Main Guest Speaker: Pas tor Da vid Barnhart, Ca -

nal Winchester, OH

(Founder of Abid ing Word Min is tries and Ed i tor of
The Vine and Branches) 

More in for ma tion forth com ing
Pray spe cif i cally for the Bi ble Con fer ence,

please;
The LORD gave ‘us’ a spe cial con fer ence last Fall
Ex pect great things from (Our) Liv ing Heav enly

FATHER!

Up Date
We are de pend ent upon God work ing through you! 

“For ev ery beast of the for est is Mine, And the cat tle on 
a thou sand hills”  Psalm 50:10
 We are de pend ent upon God work ing through you’!  
YES, GOD is much more than ‘able’ to pro vide; but al -
most ‘all’ the time His has & still does; chooses to work 
in and through ves sels that are cleansed through His
Son’s very own Blood!  Where do many of your bib li -
cal con vic tions come from, on which you firmly stand;
but through His called ves sels, be it: from be hind the
sa cred ‘desk’, Bi ble Study, per sonal tes ti mony, life
style, etc. (YOU are a can dle, light, salt) =  II Tim o thy
2;15.
The fol low ing ‘ac count’ took place many years ago,
but is rel e vant for to day ALSO!

The Mis sion ary Hen

In Glou ces ter, Eng land, there is an old-fash ioned gar -
den and or chard, in one cor ner of which is a lit tle tomb -
stone.  On it are these words:
Dec. 21, 1869
Here lies Tidman’s mis sion ary hen,
Her con tri bu tions, four pounds, ten;
Al though she is dead, the work goes on,
As she has left seven daugh ters and a son
To carry on the work that she be gun,
So be it.

A man called Tidman lives in a vil lage near by.  He
longed to do some thing for the Lon don Mis sion ary So -
ci ety.  His money was scarce; but he de cided one of his
hens should be long to the So ci ety, and all the eggs she
laid should be sold and the money given.  Be fore she
died, the money amounted to four pounds ten shil lings
– about twenty-three dol lars.
But that is not all.  She sat on eight of her eggs.  They
were hatched.  These, too, be longed to the So ci ety, and
in time brought in a large amount of money.  When the
hen died, the old man had her body em balmed, and
bur ied it in the gar den, and erected a lit tle mon u ment. 
He thought many oth ers would be in clined to do some -
thing sim i lar, so that the hen would still be help ing the
So ci ety.
A Word to those Whom GOD calls ‘Wise’ should be
suf fi cient! As HE is per mit ted to lead!

No tice What GOD says in Luke 6:38:  “Give,and
it will be given to you: good mea sure, pressed down,
shaken to gether, and run ning over will be put into your 
bosom.  For with the same mea sure that you use, it will
be mea sured back to you’”.

BUT don’t ‘give’ with the in ten tion of “get ting”!


